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of private profit to enrich themselves, nobody else, in the
company of ruffians; they were ready to kill each other for
a piece of gold or a belter prospecting spot. Read Jack
London and compare the conditions under which we are
going to work. All of us are cultured men and women, sons
and daughters of a free proletariat, disciplined, working on
an ordered plan and safeguarded by every modern amenity.
There are doctors with us; we shall have a hospital, a radio
station, aeroplanes and social centres like civiliml human,
beings. We shall not be conquered by the wilderness. We
are carrying our human standards of civiUxatiou with us
into the wilderness.' This man said that he was a tractor
driver, 'able to repair, not only to drive, a tractor', lie was
twenty-three years old and a member of seven organizations
the names of which 1 cannot remember for they were all
compositions of abbreviated words.
The cargo list, which must have been worked out by the
most   pedantic   employees   of  the   planning   commission,
contained: 6 transportable two-story houses with accom-
modation for 9 persons each;   10   caterpillar   tractors to
serve as transport lorries as well as passenger buses (with
sledges in tow); and 7 small motor boats and a ikk) h.p,
river steamship to keep up communications between Nordvyk
and Sinokisko, Khatanga, etc.    I also saw a complete radio
transmitter, an X-ray equipment, carefully wrapped up in
one of the ship's holds side by side with 35 tons of butter,
150 tons of Hour, 30 tons of dried vegetables, 15 tons of fresh
potatoes, 10,000 lemons, innumerable boxes of chocolate,
sacks of lentils, peas and beans, barrels of sunflower oil,
condensed milk, 10,000 boxes of cigarettes and 95 Ib. of
makhorka  (peasant tobacco).    The ships  also carried  28
horses, 30 cows, i bull, 50 pigs, iso chickens and 15 cocks.
It was the Soviet version of the Ark,    Comrade Noah,
that is Boris Lavrov, was particularly proud of the piano
and the library.    The library contained 3000 volumes,,
arid I was told it had been compiled by a speeial committee

